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- Oeb)c'<l at the airpon in 
Nuremberg and thoroughly 
fraztlcd, we checked and 
re-che-cked our watches ns 
the miles ticked by, with the 
Danuhc River and our Scenic 
Riwr Cruises ship, the l'earl. 
nowhcrt" to be seen. 

Gunter. meanwhile, hired 
10 driVI! us to the dock in 
Vilshofcn for a nine-day Dan· 
uhc c~ :md long-planned 
family vocation. calmly fod· 
died with the radio. 

"The ship is waiting; he 
remarked. "No worrying. 
Uke American movie< '1:1)'. 
only rolling "~th the punch­
es." 
Word~ to live by. With the 

Danuhc at flood levels. there 
wa.< no wa~ the 167-passengcr 
Pearl was going an)"''hcfto. 
001 th.1l ni¢lt. Arriving jU>t 

1N$I'HOTOS 
SHIP SHAPE: The Scenic Pearl, top, travels the Danube 
to such st ops as Regensburg, Gennany, above. 

as the welcome-abo:ud part)' 
ended. we m.1n.~ a glass 
of charopaf-'llc and a hurried 
handshake whh C.1p1. Grula 
Toth. 

Nor was the nexr day 
wasted. 'J'bouj;l1 it rained on 
and oft the kids kep1 bus)' 
exploring the ship while I re-

sch<.'<lulcd excur<ion<. piano 
concerts and mu~ vis· 
its. Joining a tour of l'assau. 
we drew a law student for 
a gujdc. an amatcur histo-­
ri.1n as cntenaininJ:: a~ he was 
knowledgeable. 8)• bt.'<ltimc. 
we'd met enough pc'Oplc to 
diSCO\-er that we - another 




