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On Danube, cruisers
roll with the punches

By ANNE Z, COOKE
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

TRAVEL

VILSHOFEN, Germany
— Delayed at the airport in
MNuremberg and thoroughly
frazzled, we checked and
re-checked our watches as
the miles ticked by, with the
Danube River and our Scenic
River Cruises ship, the Pearl,
nowhere to be seen.

Gunter, meanwhile, hired
to drive us to the dock in
Vilshofen for a nine-day Dan-
ube cruise and long-planned
family vacation, calmly fid-
dled with the radio.

“The ship is waiting" he
remarked. “No worrying
Like American movies say,
only rolling with the punch-
es”

Words to live by. With the
Danube at flood levels, there
was no way the 167-passenger
Pearl was going anywhere,
not that night. Arriving just

as the welcome-aboard party
ended, we managed a glass
of champagne and a hurried
handshake with Capt. Gyula
Toth.

Nor was the next day
wasted. Though it rained on
and off, the kids kept busy
exploring the ship while I re-
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SHIP SHAPE: The Scenic Pearl, top, travels the Danube
to such stops as Regensburg, Germany, above.

scheduled excursions, piano
concerts and museum vis-
its, Joining a tour of Passau,
we drew a law student for
a guide, an amateur histo-
rian as entertaining as he was
knowledgeable. By bedtime,
we'd met enough people to
discover that we — another






